
Time Signatures 

Lesson Aims 

-To  learn about the role of time signatures.  

-To develop your listening andcomposition skills.  



Recap of Musical Vocab so far 

Pitch 

Dynamics 

Tempo 

Duration 

Texture 

Timbre 

Rondo 

Binary 

Turnary 

Strophic  



Recap of Musical Vocab so far 

Pitch Soprano 

Dynamics Diminuendo 

Tempo Allegro 

Duration Crotchet 

Texture Polyphonic 

Timbre Strings 

Rondo ABACA etc 

Binary AB 

Turnary ABA 

Strophic  Verse chorus  



Over the next four weeks you will be developing your COMPOSING skills. 
 
 You will be learning TOOLS OF COMPOSITION that will hopefully make the 
composition process easier for you once you start your coursework after 
half term.  
 
 

Last weeks composition tool: 
MUSICAL STRUCTURE 

bŜǿ ΨǘƻƻƭΩΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ 
this mean?  

This weeks composition tool:  

Å TIME  
   SIGNATURE 

Activate: Tools of Composition  



BEATS IN A BAR 

  

TIME  
    SIGNATURE 



  

The time signature is 

                4 

                4 



  

The time signature is 

                4 

                4 

This number stands  

for the number of  beats 

in the bar 
This number stands  

for the duration of each beat.  

 

4= crotchet beats  



  

The time signature is 

                3 

                4 



  

The time signature is 

                2 

                4 



  

The time signature is 

                6 

                8 
8 = quaver beats 

 

These notes are 

half the speed of 

quaver beats.  

 

 



What is the time signature for each 
song you hear?  

4      3          2          6 

4        4          4          8 

1/ 

 

2/ 

 

3/ 

 

4/ 

 



Horror Film Scene 
Ψ½ƻƳōƛŜ !ǘǘŀŎƪǎΩ 

It  was a cold winters night 

and a school student was 

walking home through the 

woods.   

Scene 1  Scene 2  

Gradually, the student could 

hear foot steps behind him. 

He gets scared and walks 

faster, but the steps behind 

him become faster and 

faster too. The boy start to 

run, now terrified. He can 

hear the stranger behind 

him picking up pace.  

http://www.unsolved-mysteries.com/thumbnail.php?file=300_138637_687626723.jpg&size=article_medium


Solo Performance  

Wednesday p1 

October 17th 

Two weeks today! 



You  Must,     should,             could  
 

   use pitch, 

Timbre 
and tempo 
to create 
contrast. 

 

Structure 
using 
Binary 
Form 

 add rhythmic 
contrast.  

 

add textural 
contrast.  

 

 contrast each 
section using 
different time 

signatures 

structure 
each 
scene 
using 

turnary 
form 

 

Compose a 
section 
using 6 

           8  


